GEORGIAN PORTRAITS
gold which produced " Fasade," by far the most delightful
example of gay, ironic, musical satire to be found in the whole
repertory of the orchestra. His harmonic sense is, by the way,
extraordinarily original and attractive, as also is his scoring.
A propos of die latter, however, I feel that he is too fond of the
brass instruments, and he uses the pedal point overmuch.
Music such as Walton's Symphony makes us ask ourselves if
music has any future. Deeply interesting and original as it is,
one cannot conceive that it, or, indeed, any of the music now
being written, will ever become rooted in the affections of the
music-lover in the same way as is the so-called classical music.
Art which is truly great will appeal alike to the cultured and the
uncultured : every one will find in it something for himself. It
will be appreciated for reasons which vary according to the vary-
ing idiosyncrasies of human nature, but these different apprecia-
tions themselves prove its humanity and its vitality. Perhaps
music has reached the point where we must realize that there
is no new thing under the sun. Certainly the possibilities of the
piano have been exhausted and melody can but be a slight varia-
tion on something that has already been written many times.
Painting, too, has reached its zenith and is fast declining, and
where shall we look for poets like unto Shakespeare, Milton and
Keats ?
Perhaps our Western civilization is dying, and Walton is
one of the earliest composers to voice its death-agony. When
art and culture begin to decline in a nation, when its people lose
touch with those spiritual values without which life has no
meaning, and when materialism is everywhere triumphant, all
past history teaches us that the end is in sight. And after all,
what does it matter ? How many civilizations have disappeared
in the comparatively brief space of time since man first appeared
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